Cymbopogon jwarencusa, an aromatic grass recently introduced in Bangladesh was studied for its growth, yield, oil content and composition of the oil. The herbage yield and oil content were highest in 2nd and 1st cutting respectively. Among the thirty three compounds identified by GC-MS, piperitone (85 %) was the single major compound in the oil. Among others, eucalyptol (2.2 %), camphene (2 %) and β-elemene (1.4 %) are mentionable.
Introduction
Cymbopogon jwarencusa (Jones) Schultz. is an aromatic grass with densely tufted roots, growing wild in Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhay Pradesh and Assam of India. 1, 2 It is also found in Sind pradesh of Pakistan. The grass yields about 1 % essential oil containing 90 % piperitone. Oil from Sind contains 44 % ketone. 1, 3 Thappa et al 4 reported 22 % piperitone in its oil as major constituents of the oil. Piperitone on conversion yields menthol/thymol with great pharmaceutical utility. In China piperitone has been used as an asthomlytic. 5 It is also reported to as carminative, stimulant and emmenagogue, diaphoretic in chronic rheumatism, in coughs, cholera etc. 
Materials and Methods
The herbs were collected from the experimental field of BCSIR Laboratories, Chittagong. Data on plant height and herb yield were recorded and the essential oils were isolated by hydro-distillation using Clevenger apparatus for four hrs. The oil obtained was dried over anhydrous sodium sulphate. The compounds were identified from the NIST library data. 
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